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SUB J : POLITICAL PRISONERS FREED 

REF: 75 LISBON 7635 (DTG 241226Z DEC 75) 

SUMMARY: ALL BUT 67 PORTUGUESE POLITICAL PRISONERS HAVE NOW 
BEEN FREED. MOST OF REMAINDER WERE HIGH OFFICIALS OF FORMER 
REGIME S SECRET POLICE WHOSE RELEASE WILL POSE POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS, BUT IS PROBABLE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PRISONERS FREED: DIRECTOR OF PORTUGUESE MILITARY PRISON 
SYSTEM, COL. CASPAR DE MELO ANNOUNCED APRIL 28 THAT ONLY 67 
PERSONS REMAINED UNDER DETENTION IN PORTUGAL ON CHARGES 
RELATING TO POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 47 OF THESE, HE SAID, HAD 
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THESE, 40 HAD HELD RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS IN THAT ORGAN- 
IZATION. REMAINING 20 PRISONERS HE IDENTIFIED AS "DIFFICUTL 
MILITARY CASES" AND CIVILIANS CHARGED WITH ILLEGAL USE OR 
POSSESSION OF WEAPONS. ALL BUT SEVEN PRISONERS, CURRENTLY UNDER- 
GOING HOSPITAL TREATMENT, HAD BEEN CONCENTRATED IN CAXIAS FORT, 
OUTSIDE LISBON. OTHER MILITARY PRISON FACILITIES HAD BEEN 
VACATED. RELEASE OF 5 MORE CIVILIAN PRISONERS WAS ANNOUNCED 
APRIL 29. 

2. STATUS OF EX-PIDE MEMBERS: QUERIED AS TO STATUS OF 
OVER 1,300 FORMER PIDE MEMBERS WHO HAD BEEN FREED SINCE 
ABORTIVE LEFT WING COUP LAST NOVEMBER, MELO REPLIED THAT 
CHARGES HAD BEEN FILED AGAINST THEM AND THAT THEY WERE AWAITING 
TRIAL. HE COULD NOT PREDICT WHEN TRIALS WOULD BEGIN. HE 

SAID THAT FORMER PIDE MEMBERS WERE REQUIRED TO REPORT WEEKLY 
TO LOCAL POLICE STATIONS. 

3. COMMENT: AS LATE AS LAST NOVEMBER, PORTUGAL'S PRISONS 
CONTAINED CLOSE TO 2,000 POLITICAL PRISONERS (REFTEL). 

SHORTLY AFTER ABORTIVE NOV 25 COUP, PORTUGAL'S MILITARY 
LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCED THEY HOPED TO REDUCE COUNTRY'S POLITICAL 
PRISONER POPULATION TO ZERO, AND BEGAN RELEASING THOSE FOR 
WHOM THERE WAS INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO JUSTIFY FURTHER 
DETENTION. MET.O'S COMMENTS ARE CLEAREST INDICATION YET 

BY RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL OF DEGREE TO WHICH POLICY HAS BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED. RELEASE OF REMAINING PIDE/DGS MEMBERS, 

HOWEVER, WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT FROM POLITICAL VIEWPOINT, 

GIVEN THEIR NOTORIETY. STILL, OUTCRY BY LEFT IS PROBABLY 
MORE ACCEPTABLE TO MILITARY THAN POTENTIALLY 
EMBARRASSING TRIAL OF POLITICAL POLICE, AND FURTHER 
RELEASES ARE PROBABLE. 
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